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eae is published from time to time for 
policyholders, agents, brokers, and other friends 
of the Atlantic Companies. 

Sometimes the story it contains points a 
moral. Sometimes it ties in with insurance or 
the history of Atlantic. More often it does 
neither. Our one aim is to select a story that you 
will find interesting. 

If you would like extra copies of this issue, 
we shall be glad to send them to you. 
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A year ago we announced 
with a certain degree of pride that the Atlantic 
Companies were now entered to do business in every 
state of the Union. No sooner were the words in 
print than someone called to our attention a 49th 
state in which we were certainly not entered. 

This was the state of Franklin. 

“Franklin?” we asked skeptically, “Who ever 
heard of the State of Franklin?” But delving deeper, 
we uncovered a fascinating and little-known incident 
of America’s past which we thought would interest 


you, too. 


THE LONG HUNTERS 

For the state of Franklin did indeed exist for a 
few eventful years, although it never became a full- 
fledged member of the Union. Its brief history 


abounds in tales of brave men and bloodthirsty sav- 
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A scene of early frontier life. 


ages, whispered plans for an empire east of the 
Mississippi, and a proposed state constitution that is 
unique even today. 

The “lost state” came into being during that turbu- 
lent period following the Revolutionary War, before 
the Federal Constitution was adopted. The new 
nation, under the Articles of Confederation, was 
gingerly feeling its way forward in one of history’s 
greatest experiments. As with the growth of every 
young idea, there were attendant growing pains. 

One area where these pains were acutely felt was 
the wild Watauga region of what is now eastern 
Tennessee. The area had been settled before the 
Revolutionary War by sturdy pioneers from Virginia 
and North Carolina, lured westward to the Watauga 
land by tales of rich, green country where a man 
could swing his arms freely without bumping into 
his neighbors. They were brave and independent 
men, these “Long Hunters,” and they hacked settle- 
ments out of dark forests bristling with unfriendly 
Cherokees and Creeks whose marauding caused the 
adjacent country to be called the “dark and bloody 
ground.” 


BACKWOODS REBELLION 

During the War of Independence these back- 
woodsmen played an important role in defeating the 
British armies in the South. Under the heroic leader- 
ship of John Sevier —a key figure in our story — 
their keen-sighted long rifles helped rout the British 
at the decisive battle of King’s Mountain in 1780, 
where enemy casualties outnumbered American al- 
most 3 to l. 

Nominally the Watauga land belonged to North 
Carolina, but after hostilities ended, North Carolina 
ceded it to the Federal government in the fond 
expectation that she would thereby cancel part of 
her war debt. No love was lost between the parent 
state and her pioneer progeny. “Off-scourings of the 
earth,” they were called by one member of the North 
Carolina assembly; “fugitives from justice,” by an- 
other. Such remarks were not calculated to win the 
affections of the proud frontiersmen. 

The pioneers had other grudges, too. While levy- 
ing heavy taxes on her border counties, North Caro- 
lina, they felt, had given them indifferent judicial 


aid and scant protection against the Indians. 
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Angered that their land had been given away 
without their consent, the residents of the frontier 
country assembled at Jonesborough in 1784 and 
chose delegates to a convention to form a new state. 
The delegates, headstrong and highly vocal, fought 
like wildcats, and the convention broke up in con- 
fusion. Another convention a month later was more 
successful; it adopted a constitution to be submitted 
to the people for approval, and elected John Sevier 
as Governor. At first the state was called “Frank- 
land,” or “land of free men,” but later this name 
was changed to “Franklin” in honor of Benjamin 
Franklin. 


COONSKIN CURRENCY 


The proposed constitution had many interesting 
and curious features. Apparently frontiersmen har- 
bored a deep distrust of the legal profession, for 
attorneys were expressly barred from election to the 
general assembly. If adopted, the state constitution 
would have established a one-house legislature, with 
the assembly as the single legislative body. Today 
only Nebraska has a unicameral legislature. 
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One of the most serious problems which the new 
state faced was the scarcity of currency. To remedy 
this lack, a unique law was passed making certain 
articles legal tender: “good clean beaver,” deer and 
other skins; “good whiskey”; linen, tallow, bacon, 
etc. The governor’s yearly salary was set at a regal 
1,000 deerskins; the job of state secretary was as- 
sessed as worth 500 raccoon skins per annum. For 
signing a warrant, a justice could claim the munifi- 
cent payment of 4 muskrat skins. 

So that their coonskin currency might have a firm 
basis, a comparative scale of values was carefully 
worked out for the twenty articles that had been 
declared legal tender. Here are a few examples, in 


the currency of the time: 
Fox skins — 1s 6d (about $.33) 
Beaver skins — 6s (about $1.33) 
Bacon — 6d per Ib. (about $.11) 
Rye whiskey — 2s 6d per gallon (about $.55) 


As far as we have been able to determine, Franklin 
established the first and only legalized barter system 
in the history of the United States. 
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ATHENS WITH INDIANS 

Like many innovators, the new statesmen of 
Franklin had golden dreams for the future of their 
state. A Washington County man wrote ecstatically 
to a friend in the East: “Here the genuine Republi- 
can! Here the real Whig will find a safe asylum, a 
comfortable retreat among those modern Franks, 
the hardy mountain men!” Another letter waxes 
even more sanguine. “I am not without hopes,” says 
this modest writer, “that the next generation in 
Frankland will vie with Athens itself.” 

One ambitious plan, which was rejected, was to 
incorporate the Cherokee nation into the new state. 
It was thought that if the Indians were given fair 
representation in the state assembly, they could be 
made into “useful citizens.” Furthermore, Indian 
assemblymen would not be likely to let con- 
stituents go around scalping their neighbors. Had 
this plan been accepted, it might have established 
an entirely different precedent in dealing with the 
Indian tribes of the West. As it was, the plan made 
little headway, and chronic Indian warfare plagued 


Franklin for most of its brief existence. 
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STORM CLOUDS 

Storm clouds were gathering on the horizon: 
clouds that eventually would wash the new state into 
oblivion. North Carolina changed its mind about 
ceding the Watauga land to the Federal government. 
As a result, the statesmen of Franklin found them- 
selves in a bitter wrangle with their parent state over 
who belonged to what. In many districts, which 
once complained of insufficient attention, there were 
now two sets of officials representing both Franklin 
and North Carolina. As a conciliatory gesture, 
Franklin voted down its proposed constitution and 
substituted a carbon copy of Carolina’s. To no avail: 
in 1786 North Carolina determined to take over 


once again. 


FOREIGN INTRIGUE 

Meanwhile a major European power was intrigu- 
ing to make use of the fledgling state for its own 
ends. Spain — which controlled New Orleans and 
the Mississippi River — had ambitions of carving a 
new empire in the sparsely settled lands west of the 


struggling American republic. 
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Frontier conflicts with the Indians were frequent. 
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When Indian raids on Franklin became more fre- 
quent, the wily Spanish minister — who may well 
have instigated those raids— offered Governor Sevier 
assistance. Although grateful to Spain for the prof- 
fered aid, Sevier never wavered in his loyalty to the 
Union. Spain’s scheme to lure the settlers away 
from the United States fell flat. 

But constant warfare against the Indians took a 
heavy toll. More and more Franklin-ites favored 
rejoining North Carolina, and Sevier’s followers fell 
away one by one. Emboldened, Carolina commis- 
sioned her militia to overthrow the Franklin govern- 
ment by force. Several skirmishes ensued, in one of 
which ten men lost their lives. For a while it looked 
like civil war. 849088 

Then, quite suddenly, Franklin collapsed, like an 
empty balloon. Border warfare and internal dissen- 
sion became too heavy a burden for the young state 
to bear. Sevier was arrested on a charge of high 
treason; in 1788 the Watauga counties once again 
became part of North Carolina. The glorious dream 
of a frontier state was over. 
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EPILOGUE 

The story, however, has a happy ending. When 
Tennessee was admitted to the Union in 1796, those 
counties which had once comprised the state of 
Franklin were included within its boundaries. John 
Sevier, the hero of King’s Mountain, was pardoned 
and later served six terms as Governor of Tennessee 
—a record never since equalled. Prominent among 
the list of services to his country, on his gravestone 
in Knoxville, Tennessee, appears the inscription 
“Governor of the State of Franklin” —the last vestige 


of the Jost state. 
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